Beneath call of duty 


John H Rees of Baltimore, 
editor of a newsletter for the 
Institute for Policy Studies, has 
admitted supplying the FBI with 
information from the Washing¬ 
ton-based institute about non¬ 
criminal activities of many liber¬ 
al individuals and left-wing 
groups. He made the admission in 
connection with a lawsuit the 
institute has filed, charging 
Washington police and FBI 
agents with infiltrating it in the 
early 1970’s and spying on its 
activities. 

Rees said he phoned individu¬ 
al agents as well as sending them 
his biweekly newsletter. He 
refused to say if he got any 
money for the data he offered. 


Now. a newsletter is by defini¬ 
tion open to the public, and one 
would assume that if it was worth 
attention a national law enforce¬ 
ment agency like the FBI would 
review it as routinely as the CIA 
grinds go through Soviet publica¬ 
tions. 

All the same, it is dishearten¬ 
ing to see an editor, whether he 
leans politically left or right, go 
out of his way to push non-crime- 
related tidbits at the authorities. 
However well intended, it spreads 
grime on all editors of supposedly 
independent news publications. 

It was a dirty trick, and John 
H. Rees deserves to be remem¬ 
bered for it. 
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